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of dance. We have our steps to make, as do our leaders. Everything is studied and

still graceful. God works through our gestures as God works through our words; we

are asked to yield our bodi es, and her el i




From Pastor Phyllis

From Pastor Phyllis

Hello from the days of summer! Every church that |
have been to, and even those | have heard about,
the summer attendance is always down. Why is
that? Yes, summer has a lot more days where peo-
ple want to spend more time outside, but church still
happens.

Now, summer for the life of a Pastor, can get lonely.
Do you know that pastors look out onto the pews
and see those empty spaces, remember the faces
that filled those places during the other parts of the
year, and misses them? Itis true. | miss you when |
don't see you on Sundays.

Church just isn't a place we go to worship God, it is
a family. A family that comes together to worship, to
pray, to care for each other. We need to meet every
week to do that! So, will | see you at church? |
hope so. :)
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SORRY, WE'RE HOLPING THESE PEWS SO THAT
LATE ARRIVALS WILL HAVE A PLACE TO SIT

Thanks to Tim Crain

In other news... There is a lot going on for the
churches to celebrate in July. At Saint Mark's on
July 18th, we will be celebrating the baptism of
Grace Shellman.

Also on July 18th both Saint Mark's and Mount
Pleasant will be in the 4-H parade. This will be great
evangelism for the congregations and a ton of fun!

On July 25th Saint Mark's and Mount Pleasant will
have the annual joint outdoor worship service at
Mount Pleasant where Lillian Smoot will be baptized.
So, come out and celebrate with your church family
this summer. )

See you at church,
Pastor Phyllis Smoot

| would also like to say Thank You:

To everyone for

Lakes Parade awesome.

To Maia Truelove and Lucas Blackwood for a spec-
tacular time at Confirmation Camp.

To those who lead worship while | am away.

Pastor 0s H

PASTOR PHYLLIS

Office Hours - Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00
p.m. and Thursdays, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. If you would
like to meet with her, please call (Church Office -
260-636-2777; Cell Phone - 260-564-5915 from 9:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and in emergencies) and make an
appointment to be sure she is available. Monday is
her day off.

She will be on vacation Monday, July 5 thru Monday,
July 12. Pastor Sue (260-312-2762 or 260-897-
2447) will be on call while she is gone. Pastor
Phyllis will also be out of the office Friday, July 16
and will attend Bible Study most Tuesday after-
noons.

PASTOR SUE

Office Hours - Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Monday is her
day off.

She will be on vacation through Sunday, July 4.
Pastor Phyllis (260-564-5915) will be on call. Pastor
Sue will be attending Bible Study most Tuesday af-
ternoons and Emmanuel's Office will be closed July
2.
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Bishop Elect - Re v . Wil l i am O.

Bishop
Gaf kjends
Family on the
right.

COVINGTON, Ky. (ELCA) -- The Rev. William O. "Bill* Gafkjen (GUFF-ee-ehn) was elected June 5 to a six-
year term as bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) at
the synod assembly in Covington, Kentucky.

Gafkjen, 52, assistant to the bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, was elected on the fifth ballot for bishop
with 301 votes to 168 votes for the Rev. Steven L. Schwier, Christ the King Lutheran Church, South Bend,
Indiana. The Rev. Michael R. Brown, Risen Lord Lutheran Church, Bargersville, Indiana, was also a nominee
on the fourth ballot for bishop. There were 56 names on the first or nominating ballot. Gafkjen led on all bal-
lots.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, presided at the election.

Gafkjen will succeed the Rev. James R. Stuck, the synod's bishop for 12 years, who announced he will retire
when his term ends August 31. The synod has made tentative plans for the bishop-elect's installation to be
held at St. Luke's United Methodist Church, Indianapolis, on September 11, Gafkjen said.

In an interview with the ELCA News Service, Gafkjen said his election brought to him "a sense of humility
that's inspired with the sort of trust that comes with this call."

Along with a commitment to the synod, his new call "is an invitation to walk alongside people in a difficult time
to try to figure out what it means to be the church in mission. It's an opportunity to work with some great peo-
ple and to build on the foundation that Bishop Stuck built in this synod," Gafkjen said.

Among the priorities he sees for the synod, Gafkjen said the synod needs to assist members to have public
conversations together in a way that honors differences. He also hamed priorities such as staying focused on
mission in the midst of financial challenges and stewardship concerns, and building connections and commu-
nication across the synod.

Gafkjen has served with Bishop Stuck since 2002. "He is a man with a deep pastoral heart who is centered in
prayer. He has a deep commitment to sharing the good news," the bishop-elect said.

Born in Beausejour, Manitoba, Canada, Gafkjen ear
Minnesota. He earned a master of divinity from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, and a doctorate from
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. St. Olaf College is one of 27 ELCA colleges and univer-
sities; Luther Seminary is one of eight ELCA seminaries.

Following his ordination in 1985, Gafkjen served as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Mora, Minnesota; Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church, Niles, Michigan; Lutheran Campus Ministries at Pennsylvania State University, State
College, Pennsylvania; Evangelical Lutheran Church, Duncanville, Pennsylvania.; and Christ the King Lu-
theran Church, South Bend, Indiana.

Gafkjen and his wife Janet are the parents of two children, Nathan and Kira. They reside in Fishers, Indiana.
The Indiana-Kentucky Synod is 71,097 baptized members in 220 congregations in Indiana and Kentucky.
The synod office is in Indianapolis.
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Worship

MT . PLEASANT AND ST.

On Sunday, July 4 we will use Setting 5 in the With
One Voice (blue) Hymnal. On Sunday, July 11 we
will be using the Service of the Word from the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Worship (red) Hymnal with lay
members of the congregation leading the service.
On Sunday, July 18 and Sunday, July 25 we will use
Setting 5 in the With One Voice (blue) Hymnal.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP

On Sunday, July 25 St.
have an outdoor worship service together at 10:00
a.m. at Mt. Pleasant. Emmanuel is invited to wor-
ship with us. A potluck will follow the worship ser-
vice. Bring your favorite dish and a chair.

Mt. Pleasant
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Assisting Minister *

Acolyte  *

Ushers *

Altar Ray & Cindy Clark
Fellowship Ray & Cindy Clark

Readers
July 4 Ray Clark
July 11  Ray Clark

July 18  *
July 25 *
Flowers

July 4 *

July 11  The Sower Family
July 18  Jack & Donna Kurtz
July 25  Ben & Judy Myers

(* We need your help! Please sign up!)

Assisting Minister
July 4 *
July 11 *

dUy88 and Mt. Pleasant
July 25 *

Reader

July 4 Stan Tipton

July 11  Stan Tipton
*

July 18

July25 ¢

Acolyte

July 4 Amelia Kurtz
July 11 *

July 18  Amelia Kurtz
July 25 *

Ushers

July 4 Nancy Cooper & Hilda Kennedy
July 11  Nancy Cooper & Hilda Kennedy
July 18  Nancy Cooper & Hilda Kennedy
July 25  Nancy Cooper & Hilda Kennedy

Altar

July 4 Elly Richter
July 11  No Communion
July 18  Elly Richter
July 25 *

Fellowship Sunday *

Greeters

July 4 Nancy Cooper
July 11  Nancy Cooper
July 18  Nancy Cooper
July 25  Nancy Cooper

Flowers
July 4 Jerry Gordon
July 11 *

July 18 Katy Weber
July 25  Dave & Cindy Wick

(* We need your help! Please sign up!)
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EMMANUEL

On July 11 & 18 we will be using Setting 4
(Communion) from the Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship Hymnal (ELW). On July 4 & 25 we will be using
the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lu-
theran Worship Hymnal (ELW). A lay person will
lead the Service of the Word on Sunday, July 4
while Pastor Sue is on vacation.

Emmanuel

Cehvi
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Cindy Weber
Cindy Weber (Changed to July 11)

Altar Guild

Coffee Hour

Ushers

July 4 Rita Bennett & Jane Potter
July 11 Connie Crooks & Sarah Weber
July 18  Tom Sherer & Max Weber
July 25  Don & Michael Socha
Acolyte/Crucifer

July 4 Emily Weber

July 11 Chontel Johnson

July 18  Carrie Weber

July 25  Sam Harshbarger

Reader

July 4 Sam Harshbarger

July 11  Max Weber

July 18  Joanne Sattison

July 25  Tom Sherer

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE THAT DAY JUST
SWITCH WITH A WILLING SERVANT!

LIVIHG FAITH ELCAw;de Call to_Dlsapleshlp
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GIFTS OF A GENEROUS GOD

Who we are, all that we have, the world we live in

are all gifts of a generous God. We can only respond

in gratitude to these gifts. How we respond is also a

gift from God. James shares a wonderful insight. A
generous God gives the gift of generous giving! Just

as we ask ourselves how we can be most open and
accepting of Gododés gifts of
too must ask how can we be
of generous giving? How can we fight the sinful
temptations of greed and hording to open our hearts

and lives to generously responding to Gods gracious
gifts?

James points out that we have been reborn children

of God and have become fir:
tion. The rebirth is into the family and possession of
God. We become Godbébs as dic
harvest in the Old Testament. God never changes,

He has called us in his kingdom. We are a kind of

first fruits for God and the first fruits were the best

and were intended to be given to God. If first fruits

are intended to be given to God i what does that

call each of us to be and do?

James, of course, calls us to action. But for those
who have been recipients of such a gracious God,
there is no choice but to respond 7 in love and ser-
vice T in generous giving of who we are and what
God has given. How we live out our lives is in re-
sponse to the gifts of
and generosity.

Godbéo

EMMANUELG6S NOI SY BUCKET

Emmanuel 6s Noi sy Bucket fo
LaOtto Wesleyan Church Food Pantry, 500 South

Main St., LaOtto, IN 46763.

ST. MARKOS AND MT. PLEASA!I
BUCKET

St . Mar kds Noisy Bucket for

children from the churches purchase a goat or goats
through the ELCA or Heifer International.

Mt . Pl easant 6s Noi sy Bucket
go to the Studio Teen Center in Albion.

Remember the on-going collection of used/empty
inkjet and laser cartridges (not copier toners) to help
Black Pine Animal Park.
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Many Squeaks to all who help worked to keep the
Church Property looking great, especially Brent
Dreibelbis, Harold Sleesman, Kay Truelove, Larry
Sower, Scott Uhl, Dan Brown, Mark Norris and oth-
ers that may have been missed.

ST. MARKO® S

Special Squeaks to Larry & Nancy Cooper, Dave
Wick, Todd Gray and Marc Fisher for sprucing up
the Church yard. And to all who have been volun-
teering to mow.

Watch t he
sume at Mt. Pleasant.

@tion Bible School>

bull etins

for t

€®® Christian Ed

We Would Love to Have You Join Us!

EMMANUEL

Adult Sunday School is at 9:00 a.m. They are study-
ing the Book of Revelation using the Book of Faith
series.

MT. PLEASANT

Sunday School for Adults and Children follows the
service at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

ST. MARKO® S

Sunday School for Adults at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday
Mornings. They are using the Beginning of the
Good News: Live Perfor
(Phil Ruge-Jones, Associate Professor of Theology
at Texas Lutheran University, and member of the
Network of Biblical Storytellers, performs the entire
Gospel of Mark from memory. As the word be-
comes a living word, you will experience the pas-
sionate i mpact of the
and resurrection.)

The children and youth will not be having a Sunday
School Class for the summer. Class will resume
September 12.

Ilspirit of the "
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Mt. Pleasant Lutheran Church
July 25 6 July 30 2010
6:30 & 8:00 p.m.

- July 30 (Synday, through_ Friday
Gt 630
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ASpirit ofSaiing the Sasanssearch of
Fun, Faith, and Adventure - is scheduled for July 25
VBS will meet

6307 500 MM Bl eveliifouiis dames,
crafts, bible verses, songs and adventure! Friday,
July 30, families and friends are invited to stay and
enjoy a short program with the children followed by a
celebration cookout. This year it is a combined ef-
f

one interested in helping with the ministry, call
Debbie Norris at 260 -226-5014.
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